SETTLEMENT   OF   ACCOUNTS

man who respects himself and to me personally, gives
cause for vexation is that, by your immoderate, shame-
less, and instigatory behaviour, you have disturbed the
whole world; . . . and that, through your will, this storm
cannot come to the good end for which I have fought.
. . . Our dispute is a private matter; but my heart is
sorely grieved at the widespread suffering and the incur-
able confusion for which we have no one to thank but
yourself, with your unbridled ways, and the impossibility
of getting you to follow good counsel. ... I could have
wished you to possess another kind of mentality than the
one you possess, the one you admire so greatly. You
may wish me anything you like with the exception of this
mentality of yours. May the Lord intervene to change
it!"

Thus, with a harshness quite foreign to his nature,
Erasmus rejected Luther's peace overtures, refused to
shake the hand which had laid his universe to waste. He
refused to know Luther or to greet Luther any more, for
the peace of the Church had been destroyed by this
violent man who had provoked the most appalling
tumultus of the spirit, and had let slip the dogs of war in
Germany and the entire world.

But tumult raged throughout the lands, and no one
could evade it, not even Erasmus. Unrest became the
law of the day, and fate decreed that whenever Erasmus
longed for rest the world rose against him to prevent
it. Basle, the town to which he had fled because of
its neutrality, was gripped in the fever of the Reforma-
tion. The mob stormed churches, tore down pictures
from the altars and statues from their niches, and burned
the lot in three separate heaps in the minster square.
Erasmus saw his perennial enemy, fanaticism, raging
round his home with firebrand and sword. One small
consolation remained to him that in the course of the
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